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Your	Android	phone	has	more	processing	power	than	a	mainframe	from	a	few	years	ago	and	access	to	more	than	a	million	apps,	but	are	you	making	the	most	of	it?	From	a	faster	way	to	delete	your	messages	to	cool	new	functions	you	never	imagined,	here	are	10	tips	to	help	you	unlock	your	handset's	full	potential.Whether	it's	a	clingy	ex	or	a	bill
collector	you	want	to	avoid,	Android	can	block	any	number	from	reaching	you.	On	Samsung	phones,	you	can	put	people	on	your	rejection	list	by	navigating	to	Settings	>	Call	>	Call	Rejection	>	Auto	Reject	List	and	adding	numbers	or	contacts.	On	stock	Android	(e.g.,	Google	Nexus	6),	you	have	to	edit	the	contact	you	want	to	block,	open	Settings	and
check	"All	calls	to	voicemail."2.	Turn	your	phone	into	a	hotspot	for	no	monthly	fee.There's	no	need	to	pay	extra	to	get	your	laptop	or	tablet	on	4G	when	you	can	turn	your	phone	into	a	hotspot.	Some	carrier	plans	offer	this	ability	for	no	additional	charge,	but	others	want	you	to	pay	a	monthly	fee.	But	if	you	install	FoxFi,	a	$7.95	app,	you	can	share	that
connection	with	other	devices	either	wirelessly	or	via	a	direct	USB	connection,	without	incurring	extra	charges.	Check	the	latest	notes	in	the	Google	Play	store	before	you	install	the	app,	because	some	carriers	have	blocked	the	wireless	functionality	and	work	only	over	USB.3.	Unlock	your	phone	with	a	Bluetooth	device.Your	phone's	lock	screen	is
supposed	to	protect	your	data	from	prying	eyes.	However,	typing	in	a	password	every	time	you	whip	out	your	handset	is	a	time-consuming	pain	in	the	butt.	New	in	Android	5.0	and	above,	Smart	Lock	lets	you	designate	anything	as	"trusted	devices"	—	such	as	headsets,	car	systems	or	smartwatches	—	which	keep	your	phone	unlocked	as	long	as	they
are	connected	to	your	phone.To	set	this	up,	just	go	to	the	Security	or	Lock	Screen	(on	Samsung)	menu	in	Settings,	tap	Smart	Lock	and	choose	one	or	more	Bluetooth	devices	to	trust.	If	you	choose	a	wearable	device	and	your	phone	is	lost	or	stolen,	it	will	lock	as	soon	as	it	is	out	of	range	of	that	device.4.	Remotely	control	your	desktop	PC.If	you	want	to
do	something	on	your	Windows	PC	but	you're	away	from	your	desk,	you	can	control	the	computer	directly	via	your	Android	phone.	A	number	of	apps	provide	remote	access,	but	we	like	Chrome	Remote	Desktop	the	best.	To	use	it,	install	the	Chrome	Remote	Desktop	extension	on	your	computer	(using	the	Chrome	browser),	follow	the	setup	prompts	and
install	the	companion	app	on	your	handset.	Just	make	sure	your	PC	is	set	to	never	go	to	sleep.You're	reading	a	really	important	article	and	you	want	to	finish	it,	but	you	have	to	get	on	the	subway,	where	there's	no	signal.	Fortunately,	there's	a	way	to	load	a	cached	version	of	any	page	you've	visited	recently	in	Chrome.	Navigate	to
chrome://flags#show-saved-copy	and	change	the	option	to	"Enabled:	Primary."	You'll	then	see	a	Saved	Copy	button	when	you	visit	a	Web	page	you've	seen	before	and	can't	load	it.6.	Increase	or	decrease	the	font	size.Whether	you	find	the	text	on	your	screen	too	small	to	read	or	you	want	to	shrink	it	in	hopes	of	fitting	more	content	on	the	display	at
once,	you	can	tweak	the	font	size	to	make	that	happen.	Go	to	the	Display	menu	under	Settings,	and	you'll	see	Font	Size	Options	and,	on	some	phones	(including	Samsung	handsets),	you'll	be	able	to	choose	a	different	font	face.7.	Listen	to	AM	or	FM	radio	for	free.Everyone	knows	about	music	streaming	services	such	as	Spotify,	Rhapsody	and	Slacker,
but	did	you	know	that	you	can	hear	live	streams	from	real	AM	and	FM	stations	on	your	phone?	Just	download	TuneIn,	and	you	can	choose	from	100,000	different	stations	from	around	the	world,	including	ESPN,	BBC	Radio	and	NPR.8.	Find	or	wipe	a	lost	phone.If	your	phone	is	lost	or	stolen,	you	can	easily	locate	it,	lock	it	or	make	it	ring	at	full	volume
by	using	Android	Device	Manager,	a	free	app	and	associated	Web	tool	from	Google.	Just	download	the	phone	app	from	Google	Play,	enter	your	Google	account	info	and	visit	when	your	device	goes	missing.	Many	third-party	apps	offer	similar	functionality,	but	Google	keeps	it	simple	by	using	your	username	and	password.9.	Connect	to	a	mouse,
keyboard	or	SD	card	reader.Want	to	type	your	emails	with	a	real	QWERTY	keyboard	or	scroll	around	Web	pages	with	a	mouse	rather	than	your	fingers?	The	micro-USB	port	that	you	use	for	charging	your	phone	can	also	connect	it	to	peripherals.	Just	attach	a	$5	USB	OTG	("On	the	Go")	cable,	which	has	a	micro-USB	male	jack	that	plugs	into	your
handset	and	a	female	USB	port	you	can	use	to	connect	to	other	devices	like	keyboards,	mice	or	flash	drives.	Although	your	phone	probably	emits	enough	electricity	to	power	a	wireless	mouse	or	an	SD	card	reader	on	its	own,	we	recommend	using	a	powered	USB	hub	for	anything	else.10.	Turn	your	old	phone	into	a	security	camera.After	you	upgrade
to	a	new	phone	or	tablet,	your	old	device	can	still	serve	an	important	purpose.	To	use	your	old	device	as	a	security	camera,	install	AtHome	Video	Streamer	on	the	device	you	wish	to	use	as	a	camera,	and	put	the	AtHome	Camera	app	onto	the	phone	you	want	to	use	for	viewing.	Follow	the	instructions,	which	involve	taking	a	picture	of	a	QR	code,	to	pair
the	two.	You	can	also	watch	from	a	PC.	i	Stockbyte/Stockbyte/Getty	Images	A	Bluetooth	headset	uses	short-range	wireless	technology	to	connect	to	your	Android	phone,	enabling	you	to	talk	hands-free	from	up	to	8	meters	away.	When	you	first	pair	a	Bluetooth	headset	with	your	Android	phone,	you'll	need	to	configure	it	using	the	headset's	PIN.	This
PIN	is	a	number	that	helps	your	Android	connect	to	the	correct	device.	If	you're	experiencing	issues	connecting	your	headset	to	your	phone,	you	might	be	using	the	wrong	PIN.	Touch	the	"Settings"	icon	on	your	Android	phone's	home	screen.	Touch	"Wireless	&	networks."	Touch	the	Bluetooth	headset	listing	in	the	list	of	devices.	Type	the	new	PIN
when	prompted	during	the	device	setup	process,	and	then	press	"OK"	to	pair	the	headset	and	your	Android	phone.	Unlocking	your	Android	phone’s	bootloader	is	the	first	step	to	rooting	and	flashing	custom	ROMs.	And,	contrary	to	popular	belief,	it’s	actually	fully	supported	on	many	phones.	Here’s	how	to	unlock	your	bootloader	the	official	way.	Not
Every	Phone	Will	Let	You	Do	This	There	are	two	kinds	of	phones	in	this	world:	Those	that	let	you	unlock	your	bootloader,	and	those	that	don’t.	Whether	you’re	allowed	to	unlock	your	bootloader	depends	on	the	manufacturer	of	your	phone,	the	model	you	have,	and	even	your	carrier.	Nexus	phones	are	all	unlockable	by	nature,	and	many	phones	from
Motorola	and	HTC	allow	you	to	unlock	your	bootloader	through	a	similar	process	as	the	Nexus.	Other	phones,	however–and	some	carriers–don’t	allow	you	to	unlock	your	bootloader	the	official	way,	which	means	you	have	to	wait	for	developers	to	exploit	a	security	vulnerability	if	you	want	to	root	and	flash	ROMs.	If	you	have	one	of	those	phones,
this	guide	will	sadly	not	help	you.	The	best	way	to	find	out	which	category	your	phone	falls	into	is	to	browse	its	section	at	XDA	Developers.	If	you	have	an	HTC	or	Motorola	phone,	you	may	be	able	too	research	its	unlockability	on	HTC	or	Motorola’s	website.	If	it	doesn’t	support	unlocking,	you’ll	have	to	use	an	unofficial	unlocking	or	rooting	method,
which	you’ll	usually	find	on	the	XDA	Developers	forums.	If	your	phone	does	support	unlocking	through	more	official	channels,	read	on.	Step	Zero:	Back	Up	Anything	You	Want	to	Keep	Before	we	begin,	it’s	important	to	mention:	this	process	will	erase	all	of	your	data.	So	if	you	have	any	photos	or	other	files	on	your	phone	that	you	want	to	keep,	transfer
them	to	your	computer	now.	In	addition,	if	you	have	any	app	settings	you	want	to	keep,	use	their	backup	function	to	create	a	backup	settings	file,	and	transfer	those	to	your	computer	as	well.	Here’s	an	extra	tip:	Since	I	know	I’m	eventually	going	to	root	my	phone,	I	always	unlock	my	bootloader	as	soon	as	I	buy	a	new	device.	That	way,	I	don’t	waste
time	setting	it	up	only	to	erase	the	phone	in	a	few	days	and	do	it	all	over	again.	If	you’re	an	obsessive	Android	tweaker	who	knows	you’re	going	to	root	soon,	consider	unlocking	before	you	go	through	the	trouble	of	setting	up	your	phone.	When	you’ve	backed	up	everything	you	want	to	keep,	continue	with	the	steps	below.	Step	One:	Install	the	Android
SDK	and	Your	Phone’s	Drivers	RELATED:	How	to	Install	and	Use	ADB,	the	Android	Debug	Bridge	Utility	You’ll	need	two	things	for	this	process:	the	Android	Debug	Bridge,	which	is	a	command	line	tool	for	your	computer	that	lets	you	interface	with	your	phone,	and	your	phone’s	USB	drivers.	Even	if	you’ve	installed	these	before,	you	should	get	the
latest	versions	now.	We’ve	detailed	how	to	install	both	before,	but	here’s	the	brief	version:	Head	to	the	Android	SDK	download	page	and	scroll	down	to	“SDK	Tools	Only”.	Download	the	ZIP	file	for	your	platform	and	unzip	it	wherever	you	want	to	store	the	ADB	files.	Start	the	SDK	Manager	and	deselect	everything	except	“Android	SDK	Platform-tools”.
If	you	are	using	a	Nexus	phone,	you	can	also	select	“Google	USB	Driver”	to	download	Google’s	drivers.	After	it’s	finished	installing,	you	can	close	the	SDK	manager.	Install	the	USB	drivers	for	your	phone.	You	can	find	these	on	your	phone	manufacturer’s	website	(e.g.	Motorola	or	HTC).	If	you	have	a	Nexus,	you	can	install	the	Google	drivers	you
downloaded	in	step	2	using	these	instructions.	Reboot	your	computer	if	prompted.	Turn	on	your	phone	and	plug	it	into	your	computer	using	a	USB	cable.	Open	the	platform-tools	folder	in	your	Android	SDK	folder	and	Shift+Right	Click	on	an	empty	area.	Choose	“Open	a	Command	Prompt	Here”,	and	run	the	following	command:	adb	devices	If	it	shows
a	serial	number,	your	device	is	recognized	and	you	can	continue	with	the	process.	Otherwise,	ensure	you’ve	performed	the	above	steps	correctly.	Step	Two:	Enable	USB	Debugging	Next,	you’ll	need	to	enable	a	few	options	on	your	phone.	Open	your	phone’s	app	drawer,	tap	the	Settings	icon,	and	select	“About	Phone”.	Scroll	all	the	way	down	and	tap
the	“Build	Number”	item	seven	times.	You	should	get	a	message	saying	you	are	now	a	developer.	Head	back	to	the	main	Settings	page,	and	you	should	see	a	new	option	near	the	bottom	called	“Developer	Options”.	Open	that,	and	enable	“OEM	Unlocking”,	if	the	option	exists	(if	it	doesn’t,	no	worries–it’s	only	necessary	on	some	phones).	Next,	enable
“USB	Debugging”.	Enter	your	password	or	PIN	when	prompted,	if	applicable.	Once	that’s	done,	connect	your	phone	to	your	computer.	You	should	see	a	popup	entitled	“Allow	USB	Debugging?”	on	your	phone.	Check	the	“Always	allow	from	this	computer”	box	and	tap	OK.	Step	Three:	Get	an	Unlock	Key	(for	Non-Nexus	Phones)	If	you’re	using	a	Nexus
device,	you	can	skip	the	following	step.	Non-Nexus	devices	will	likely	need	to	go	through	one	extra	step	before	you	continue.	Head	to	your	manufacturer’s	bootloader	unlocking	page	(for	example,	this	page	for	Motorola	phones	or	this	page	for	HTC	phones),	choose	your	device	(if	prompted),	and	log	in	or	create	an	account.	The	rest	of	this	step	is	a	bit
different	depending	on	your	phone,	but	the	manufacturer’s	site	should	walk	you	through	the	process.	It	will	go	something	like	this:	First,	turn	off	your	phone	and	boot	into	fastboot	mode.	This	is	a	bit	different	on	every	phone,	but	on	most	modern	devices,	you	can	get	there	by	holding	the	“Power”	and	“Volume	Down”	buttons	for	10	seconds.	Release
them,	and	you	should	be	in	fastboot	mode.	(HTC	users	will	need	to	select	“Fastboot”	with	the	Volume	Down	key	and	press	power	to	select	it	first.)	You	can	usually	find	more	information	on	your	specific	phone	with	a	quick	Google	search,	so	feel	free	to	do	that	now	before	continuing.	Connect	your	phone	to	your	PC	with	a	USB	cable.	Your	phone	should
indicate	that	the	device	is	connected.	On	your	computer,	open	the	platform-tools	folder	in	your	Android	SDK	folder	and	Shift+Right	Click	on	an	empty	area.	Choose	“Open	a	Command	Prompt	Here”,	and	use	that	Command	Prompt	window	to	retrieve	your	unlock	key	as	described	by	your	manufacturer.	(For	example,	Motorola	phones	will	run
the	fastboot	oem	get_unlock_data	command,	while	HTC	phones	will	run	the	fastboot	oem	get_identifier_token	command.)	The	Command	Prompt	will	spit	out	a	token	in	the	form	of	a	very	long	string	of	characters.	Select	it,	copy	it,	and	paste	it	into	the	applicable	box	on	your	manufacturer’s	website–make	sure	there	are	no	spaces!–and	submit	the	form.
If	your	device	is	unlockable,	you’ll	receive	an	email	with	a	key	or	file	that	you’ll	use	in	the	next	step.	If	your	device	is	not	unlockable,	you’ll	get	a	message	stating	so.	If	you	want	to	root	your	device	or	flash	a	ROM,	you’ll	need	to	use	a	more	unofficial	method,	which	you	can	usually	find	on	a	site	like	XDA	Developers.	Step	Four:	Unlock	Your	Phone	Now
you’re	ready	to	actually	perform	the	unlock.	If	your	phone	is	still	in	fastboot	mode,	run	the	command	below.	If	not,	turn	off	your	phone	and	hold	the	“Power”	and	“Volume	Down”	buttons	for	10	seconds.	Release	them,	and	you	should	be	in	fastboot	mode.	(HTC	users	will	need	to	select	“Fastboot”	with	the	Volume	Down	key	and	press	power	to	select	it
first.)	Connect	your	phone	to	your	PC	with	a	USB	cable.	On	your	computer,	open	the	platform-tools	folder	in	your	Android	SDK	folder	and	Shift+Right	Click	on	an	empty	area.	Choose	“Open	a	Command	Prompt	Here”.	To	unlock	your	device,	you’ll	need	to	run	one	simple	command.	For	most	Nexus	devices,	this	command	is:	fastboot	oem	unlock	If	you
have	a	newer	Nexus,	such	as	the	Nexus	5X	or	6P,	the	command	will	be	slightly	different:	fastboot	flashing	unlock	If	you	have	a	non-Nexus	device,	your	manufacturer	will	tell	you	what	command	to	run.	Motorola	devices,	for	example,	need	to	run	fastboot	oem	unlock	UNIQUE_KEY,	using	the	unique	key	from	the	email	you	received.	HTC	devices	will
run	fastboot	oem	unlocktoken	Unlock_code.bin	using	the	Unlock_code.bin	file	you	received	from	HTC.	After	running	the	command,	your	phone	may	ask	if	you	are	sure	you	want	to	unlock.	Use	the	volume	keys	to	confirm.	When	you’re	finished,	use	the	on-screen	menu	to	reboot	your	phone	(or	run	the	fastboot	reboot	command	from	your	PC).	If
everything	worked	correctly,	you	should	see	a	new	message	at	boot	stating	that	your	bootloader	is	unlocked,	and	after	a	few	seconds	it	should	boot	into	Android.	It’s	important	that	you	boot	into	Android	before	doing	anything	else,	like	flashing	a	custom	recovery.	Congratulations	on	unlocking	your	phone!	You	won’t	notice	much	of	a	difference	yet,	but
with	an	unlocked	bootloader	you’ll	be	able	to	flash	a	custom	recovery,	opening	the	door	to	root	access	and	custom	ROMs.	Image	credit:	Norebbo
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